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       Adelect Volume 26 Number 32 

             June2026 

ABN 22151717206  

The June 2026 Edition of Adelect  

Welcome to our June Edition 2026.  

The Museum is open  and all members are  

welcome to join in with the group of members who meet  

regularly on  Tuesdays at Kurralta Park. 

For further information please contact Peter South 

If you have any photos or items of  
interest that you would like to share 
with your colleagues please forward 
them by Email to:- 
etsape31@tpg.com.au or  post  to PO 
Box 360, Marleston Business Centre 
SA 5033. Recipes & book reviews very 

welcome.  
 

Management Committee 2026  

President: Vivienne SMITH 

Vice President Barry CONNOR  

Secretary: Peter SOUTH   

Treasurer: David BECK 

Museum Manager: Ian Johnson 

Committee Members: Tony CAM, Dick GREAR, John 

WRIGHT, Geoff BROWN, Roger WILLIAMS,  

Monica OLIPHANT , Philip Erickson  

SA Power Networks Representatives: Anthony von der 

Borch & Megan Grey Adelect Editor: BD Thorne 

Important new information.  

Museum You Tube URL   

The Sir Thomas Playford ETSA Museum now has a YouTube 

channel. All the videos found on the channel are the work 

of Topbunk who we engaged to do the oral histories etc. 

See link to the channel  below- 

Museum YouTube channel -  https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCLjTiUILLeLa-tL09ig2HKg   

Monica Oliphant:  Disturbing News 

A few weeks ago, Monica Oliphant was walking across an 

intersection when she was hit by an SUV and received 

some serious injuries and was taken to the RAH. She is 

currently recuperating at Daw Park   Monica is in bed 26 in the 

VITA Building at the North-Eastern corner of the Repat Health 

Precinct. The wards are Balmoral (ground floor, beds 1-20) and 

Coral (first floor, beds 21-40). Monica is likely to be there till 

about the end of June. 

Adelect is the “Newsletter” of SA 

Energy Industry Past Employees  

Association Inc. 
(Formerly known as the ETSA Past Employees Asso-

ciation Inc.)  

31 Broughton Avenue  

Kurralta Park  
  

Postal Address: PO Box 360  

Marleston Business Centre  

SA 5033  
  

Email: etsape31@tpg.com.au  

Phone: (08) 8351 0509  

 PATRON  

 Monica Oliphant AO 
  

PRESIDENT: Vivienne Smith 
  

SECRETARY: Peter South 
  

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Metropolitan & Country: $30 p.a. 

due 1st August each year.  

(Whole of life membership  

available)  
  

MUSEUM  

Sir Thomas Playford ETSA  

Museum at Kurralta Park is  

managed by the Association on behalf 

of SA Power Networks (formerly 

ETSA Utilities)  
  

MUSEUM MANAGER  

Ian Johnson 

Adelect Editor  

B D Thorne  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLjTiUILLeLa-tL09ig2HKg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLjTiUILLeLa-tL09ig2HKg
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Aldinga Airfield Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 members travelled to Aldinga on Thursday 11th June for a comprehensive guided tour of the facilities and the 

Aircraft they own. Gaylene the owner proudly showed us her babies and told us their characteristics. The white 

biplane is Waco. With a 270hp radial engine she is a big sexy girl and hence she is called Marilyn Monroe. Each 

plane has a female name corresponding with their work or style such as Dolly Parton, Vera Lynn, and others. The 

1.5hr tour was interrupted with watching take-offs an landing by trainee pilots. The ages range from 9yrs to 90yrs. 

A solo license requires being 15 yrs of age.   

Lunch was at The Aldinga Hotel where a fine lunch was had by all.   

Report by Geoff Brown 
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SA ENERGY INDUSTRY PAST EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION INC.  

2026 Subscription of $30 due 1st August 2025. Disregard if paid.  

You can pay by cash in person at the museum on any Tuesday between 09 00 and 12.00noon 

(credit cards are acceptable)   

Preferable option. Pay by EFT to:-  
SA ENERGY INDUSTRY PAST EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION INC.   

CREDIT UNION SA  SA BSB 805 007  ACCOUNT 0011 0530.  

NOTE: Include your surname as a reference & email a copy of your receipt to  

etsape31@tpg.com.au Least preferable option. Pay by cheque and forward it by mail to the  

secretary Peter South. Postal Address: PO Box 360 Marleston Business Centre SA 5033.   

Black Rock Blue Sky:  Leigh Creek - The Old Town Project. Cost $25 each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Rock Blue Sky 

Black Rock, Blue Sky’ is a unique photographic book that records the 75 year history of the Leigh Creek Coal-

field. It is a unique story of two towns and is a fascinating insight into the coal mine and the people who 

lived and worked there. Leigh Creek’s story is bigger than the coalfield itself. It is a story about the develop-

ment and prosperity of South Australia and the contribution made by Sir Thomas Playford, Premier of South 

Australia from 1938 to 1965. This book is now available to purchase from Leigh Creek - The Old Town  

Project. If you would like a copy please contact us via our website or direct via email.  

https://leighcreek-theoldtownproject.squarespace.com/ 

leighcreek.otp@gmail.com 

Some Websites you might find interesting :    

SA Power Networks  https://www.sapowernetworks.com.au/  

SA Power Networks Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/SAPowerNetworks/ 

Sir Thomas Playford ETSA Museum  Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Sir-Thomas-Playford-ETSA-Museum-

106011031006140/    

ElectraNet : https://www.electranet.com.au/    

New Website : SA Energy Industry Past Employees Assoc. Inc. (saenergypastemployees.org.au)   

Museum YouTube channel -  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLjTiUILLeLa-tL09ig2HKg    

Breaking News  Congratulations to Ian Johnson on his appointment as Museum Manager.  

I sure we would like to wish Ian well in his new role & I expect he will still continue in his  old role hosting 

the South Coast Luncheon Revisited events. 

mailto:etsape31@tpg.com.au
https://leighcreek-theoldtownproject.squarespace.com/
mailto:leighcreek.otp@gmail.com
https://www.sapowernetworks.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/SAPowerNetworks/
https://www.facebook.com/Sir-Thomas-Playford-ETSA-Museum-106011031006140/
https://www.facebook.com/Sir-Thomas-Playford-ETSA-Museum-106011031006140/
https://www.electranet.com.au/
https://www.saenergypastemployees.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLjTiUILLeLa-tL09ig2HKg
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Christmas in July  Monday 27th July at 12 Noon. Cost is $29.90 pay as you order. 

. 

Book before Tuesday 21st July.  

The Windsor Hotel, North East Road, Windsor Gardens 2 course Xmas lunch $29.90 with salad and 

veggie bar included.  Pay on the day when arriving at the hotel. For further information or bookings 

Contact: The Secretary Peter South etsape31@tpg.com.au 0418 831 844 OR Geoff (Howdy) Brown 

browngeoff46@gmail.com 0438 262 356  

A brilliant day at the museum on Tuesday 16th June. 

Unfortunately, the weather was against us so Members were treated to a talk by Kevin Dixon from The 

SA Sea Rescue Squadron about his toy Hovercraft One, which he built and pilots, inside the workshop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was apparent from Kevin's presentation his enthusiasm for the craft and its use in rescues within the 

waters of South Australia.  

We were lucky at the end of Kevin's presentation for the weather to clear so craft was taken outside for 

a test run (on trailer) so members could hear and feel the fans. 

After the demonstration all were treated to a sausage sizzle cooked by "Howdy" Brown, went down a 

treat (more of these to come). 

Provided by Ian Johnson 

mailto:etsape31@tpg.com.au
mailto:browngeoff46@gmail.com
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The Archie Badenoch Port River Cruise 

On Thursday morning April 23rd about 25 members met at the Lighthouse at Port Adelaide, 

getting ready for half to board the Archie Badenoch for a Port River cruise and the other half 

were to take a short walk for a Maritime Museum tour. 

It was a lovely day out on the river with the boat travelling under the Derek Diver bridge before 

turning for home. We saw many sights on the river that are not noticeable from the land.  

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the cruise on such an historic vessel. 

The Maritime Museum tour was also very interesting with so much history on display and  

excellent coverage of the early arrivals and the hardships that they went through to get to Port 

Adelaide. 

Then the two groups swapped over and once the tours were done we all retired to the upstairs 

room of the Lighthouse Hotel. A nice lunch and some reminiscing amongst the members  

followed. 

Report by Peter South 
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SA Energy Industry Past Employees Association inc. 

       

PROGRAM OF EVENTS 2026 

       

Month Date Day Time Event Proposed Location Organiser 

April 23rd Thurs 1000AM Archie Badenoch Port River Port Adelaide Geoff Brown 

        
Lunch at the Lighthouse 
Hotel 

max of 30 peo-
ple   

              

May             

              

              

June  11th Thurs   12.00noon  Aldinga Airfield    Geoff Brown 

              

              

July 27th Mon 12noon Christmas in 27th July 
The Windsor 
Hotel Geoff Brown 

              

       

              

              

              

September 30th Wed 1030AM 
Victor Harbor Rubber Duck 
Tour 

Granite Island 
Causeway Geoff Brown 

        Lunch at a Victor Hotel TBA     

              

October             

              

November 19th Thurs 1130AM AGM and Luncheon Club Marion Geoff Brown 

              

December 3rd Thurs 1015AM Adelaide Clipper Ship Tour Dock 2 Port Ad- Geoff Brown 

        Lunch at the Birkenhead     

Other events TBA      

New suggested activities –    

•        Warrawong Sanctuary lunch at the Sanctuary   

•        Veteran Memorial Trail at Repat Hospital lunch at Tonsorama   

•        Kingston House and Devonshire Tea   

•        Capri Theatre and organ recitals   

•        Sleeps Tunnel Panorama light display during the Fringe   

•        Parliament House tour.   

•        Jurlique Cosmetic factory tour.   

The following activities for next year require more investigation –   

•        Movie mornings with or without lunch afterwards were discussed. Suggested venues Mt Barker or 
the Capri. 

•        Gilbert Motor Museum, lunch afterwards.   

•        Railway Museum at Port Adelaide, lunch afterwards.   


